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1. Who Suffers the First and the Worst: Is Climate Change Unfair?
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1. Eliminating Lead in Paint in the Philippines: How Multi-Stakeholders Collaboration
is Protecting Children's Health and the Environment
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Panel Discussion
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2. Environment and Climate Change Litigation in India
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The commissioner, if appointed, shall also have power to sell the property for the

purpose of distribution, should be Find itdifficult to haveit partitioned in manner which will
be acceptable to both parties. The minor's share, if the property is sold, will be paid into

court. The commissioner's Fee shall be paid equally by both parties.
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"Experts on caseflow management have found in their assessment of courts
around the country that leadership is fundamental to the success of a caseflow
management program. The leader inan effort to improve caseflow management is
one who must motivate others to invest themselves in the proposed program. He or
she might do this by such means as;
(1) Articulating a vision of how the changes will improve the system;
(2) Showing how individual persons who will be affected by the changes will
benefit from them; and
(3) Byshowing his or her own ongoing commitment to the effective operation
of proposed program, by disseminating information on program progress
and rewarding those who are effective in helping the achievement of its
goals...."
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"A Court ordering further inquiry to be made against an accused person discharged
should record its reasons sufficiently fully to give the accused notice of its grounds

for the order."”

056§0s:06650:q8 98$@oooé 0§ s0E(8E qupd yiodgp:

KING-EMPEROR v. PO YIN (ogog)-0@081 e32005 (0§ 60(0p5 8 € o3 :qpz 13203 -
Qo er?)ogé w(ﬁewéqcﬁm{%d’?m&p ooﬁéq%@qasge@oézeﬁewgmé: oaéewo gaqjorg

N [*] Iy N Coo C C N Q C N Coo C C < N

S’DC\DOO(:U’):(T]? [;)§C\D£@O'§O€j CDOGQ?O)G:(DODG@O:GI§ C\PS’DOCRIC OOO@Q?O)@:Q)@G@O:GT% 88‘?@00
(BC@C G@Oé: GS’D’)(YSO’]GQUOBSS 88$[§0’]O\Déll

"Under the provisions of section 437 of the Code of Criminal Procedure, 1898, the

District Magitrate is competent to direct further inquiry after th discharge of an

accused even when no further evidence is forthcoming, and the further inquiry entails
merely a rehearing on the same materials."
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"Where the order of discharge is one which cannot be said to be either perverse

or prima facie incorrect and there is no suggestion that any further evidence is
forthcoming, no further inquiry should be directed under section 437 of the Code of
Criminal Procedure. The power to direct a further inquiry must be sparingly used

and with great cautiion and circumspection, especially where the question involved

are mrerely matters of fact. The trial Court was both entitled and bound to value

and weight the evidence and if it disbelieved the evidence and discharged the

accused, the question in revision depends upon whether it is a reasonable order, the
criterion being, not whether the revising Court agrees with it, but whether it is
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rational in the sense that it could not be fairly described as perverse or manifestly
contrary to the evidence."

THE UNION OF BURMA v.U PO CHEIN (0831 (6§28 & onep:8qlag:
c'n:qu_(gl ] ooo) ogé oosp:ﬂécgo%&%ooé c@@qﬁ@méu@ﬁmé:eméu egag%m%q)of?@é@qa
@G@oésﬁeg?wéuaejmé:emé: ea@%éwé@é wageoaéqlorg mogo"?ooogep&%coé: 068

[¢] N N (%} Coo C < < N ¢ O < “ ” N C
Glﬂ@GTJS’DG@OC:GGOgoCRIC :39?0? OOOGQ?@@:@@G@OZQ@ 888'?@0"3398(?33@?’) ﬁf @@G@OC:I
C < N N cC o¢ N Coo C < < N
:390?“30@@; @ODD§O({JO°?O G@OC:@C:GTDQJ’):?@:DO OD(D&?CCRIC OOOGQ?(DG:O)O)G@O:Q§ 88:?@0'
oc o o C N C ° NN C C
‘?CG:D’JS’DOCID’)(TB :DOO@:Q’)I 3’96@03@@0@°g)§§ ﬁp:ﬂj:(ﬂ:(ﬂ: sgo?:@meg@@e@nc: GG’D’DOOO’]
:390%(82 &ﬁ@cﬂwén

"The principle is where the order of discharge is one which cannot be said to be

either perverse or prima facie incorrect and there is no suggestion that any further

evidence is forthcoming, no further inquiry should be directed under section 437 of

the Code of Criminal Procedure. The power to direct further inquiry must be
sparingly used and with great caution and circumspection especially where the

questions involved are mainly matters of fact."
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"The powers vested inthe District Magistrare ordering furthering inquiry under s.437
should be used sparingly and with great circumspection. The jurisdiction exercised
in revision is an extraordinary jurisdictionand is to be used only in exceptional cases
where the circumstances clearly warrant such a course. The Additional District
Magistrate has clearly gone wrong in directing further inquiry in the case decided

by the lower court which was not in the least perverse or illegal."”
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"a subordinate Magistrate, directed to make further enquiry into a warrant case by an
order made under section 436 of the criminal procedure Code, has all the powers
prescribed in Chapter XXI of that Code.
In an order for further enquiry passed under section 436 of the Criminal

Procedure Code no directions or instructions fettering his discretion in the exercise
of the powers granted under Chapter XXI of the Code can lawfully be given to the

Magistrate as to the manner in which he should conduct the inquirty."
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"A Court of Session or District Magistrate has jurisdiction to direct a reconsideration

of the evidence by the same Magistrate who discharged the accused or a new
inquiry before another Magistrate on the grounds, inter alia, of mistake of law or

incorrectness of the first finding."
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"where further enquiry is made under section 437, Code of Criminal Procedure, by
a Magistrate who has not already dealt with the case, the evidence already recorded
cannot be treated as evidence in the further enquiry, but the enquiry must be taken

up from the beginning, whether the accused wishes it or not."
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When a prosecution is revived by an order in revision under section 437, Criminal
Procedure Code, the trial must be brought to a conclusion by the Magistrate holding
the revived inquiry in the same way as if the case had been originally instituted

before him."
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"No doubt a Court of revision should be most reluctant to interfere in a pending
case, but where, upon the alleged facts, there is no justification for the charge against

the accused, he should not for a moment longer than is necessary be allowed to
remain in the position of a person accused of an offence and forced to defend

himself against a charge which there is no legal evidence to establish."
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"It is the duty of the Court to go carefully into the facts as disclosed, and to frame
charges, if prima facie cases are revealed. That is not to say that a charge must

be invariably followed by a conviction."”
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"The words refer to the persons who on the one side and the other came
together to make the contract or disposition of property and would not apply to
questions raised between the parties on the one side only of a deed.

It will in no way prevent parties on one side of a deed to show by parol
evidence their mutual relations, the one with the other so that it is open to one of

the two persons in whose favour adeed of sale is purported to be executed to
prove by parol evidence in a suit by him against the other that the defendant was

not a real but a nominal party only to the purchase.
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Now a days foreign businessmen are trading and investing in Myanmar. When International
trade and investments speedily grow, various types of private business dispute are arisen between
parties especially in private sectors from different countries. In order to solve these disputes,
parties can use two ways: Arbitration Process and Judicial Process. After these cases were decided,
if one party did not abide by the respective award or judgment, the other shall require to enforce
this award or judgment. Although any award or judgment passed by an arbitral tribunal or a court
can be properly enforced within its local limits, normally, the award or judgment rendered by a
foreign country may be hardship to recognize or enforce in any other country. Therefore, recognition
and enforcement of arbitral award and foreign judgment will be crucial to the future. In this article,
it will be focused on recognition and enforcement of foreign judgment within jurisdiction of

Myanmar.

The enforcement of foreign judgments is recognizing and enforcing in one jurisdiction of
judgments rendered in another jurisdiction. Firstly, local court will seek for the issues that foreign
judgment can be recognized or not under the domestic laws. When it can be recognized, secondly,
local court will enforce or execute this foreign judgment or decree as if'it is passed as a local
judgment or decree.

Until now, Myanmar has no bilateral or multilateral international agreement or treaty with
foreign countries for recognition and enforcement of foreign judgments. This field is generally a
matter for national law. The Code of Civil Procedure (CPC) generally prescribes the ways and
means for recognition and enforcement of foreign judgment. Under the CPC, section 2 subsection
(5) defines “foreign Court™ and section 2 subsection (6) defines “foreign judgment”. Under S.2 (5)
of CPC, “Foreign Court” means a Court situate beyond the limits of the Union of Myanmar
which has no authority in the Union of Myanmar and is not established or continued by the
President of the Union. In the light of S. 2 (6) of CPC, ‘foreign judgment’ means the judgment
of a foreign Court.
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Section 13 of the CPC states that ‘A foreign judgment shall be conclusive as to any
matter thereby directly adjudicated upon between the same parties, or between parties
under whom they or any of them claim litigating under the same title, except-

() where it has not been pronounced by a Court of competent jurisdiction;
(b) where it has not been given on the merits of the case;

(c) where it appears on the face of the proceedings to be founded on an incorrect
View of international law or a refusal to recognize the law of the Union of
Myanmar in cases in which such law is applicable;

(d) where the proceedings in which the judgment was obtained are opposed to natural
justice;

(e) where it has been obtained by fraud;

() where it sustains a claim founded on a breach of any law in force in the Union of
Myanmar.

Section 14 of the CPC prescribes that “The Court shall presume upon the production of
any document purporting to be a certified copy of a foreign judgment, that such judgment
was pronounced by a Court of competent jurisdiction, unless the contrary appears on the
record; but such presumption may be displaced by proving want of jurisdiction. This section
indicates how a foreign judgment can be accepted. Production of a certified copy of a foreign
judgment shall be presumed conclusive in view of the Myanmar Court as it was pronounced by a
foreign court of competent jurisdiction unless said finding contains material contrary to section 13.

By insertion! a new provision in 1937 to the original legislation of the CPC, its section 44A
lays down the principal procedure for execution of a decree passed by non-Myanmar Courts.
However, to enable implementation of the provision, it has limited territory concerning with those
decrees of a “reciprocating territory”, and to further limitation, only of the decrees pronounced by
“Superior Courts” of that reciprocating territory, both of which are subject to further proclamation
of the President of the Union. The original text of that section can be studied as follows;

44A (1) Where a certified copy of a decree of any of the superior courts of any reciprocating
territory has been filed in a District Court, the decree may be executed in the Union of
Myanmar as if it had been passed by the District Court.

(2) Together with the certified copy of the decree shall be filed a certificate from
such superior Court stating the extent, if any, to which the decree has been satisfied or
! This section was inserted by “The Code of Civil Procedure (Amendment) Act, 1937”. India Act
No. 8/1937.
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adjusted and such certificate shall, for the purpose of proceedings under this section, be
conclusive proof of the extent of such satisfaction or adjustment.

(3) The provision of section 47 shall as from the filing of the certified copy of the
decree apply to the proceedings of a District Court executing a decree under this section,
and District Court shall refuse execution of such decree, if it is shown to the satisfaction of
the Court that the decree falls within any of the exceptions specified in clauses (a) to (f) of
section 13.

Explanation 1 ““Reciprocating territory” means any country or territory, which the
President may, from time to time, by notification in the Gazette declare to be reciprocating
territory for the purposes of this section: and ““superior Courts”, with reference to any such
territory means such Courts as may be specified in the said notification.

Explanation 2"Decree ““, with a reference to a superior Court, means any decree or
judgment of such Court under which a sum of money is payable, not been a sum payable in
respect of taxes or other charges of a like nature or in respect of a fine or other penalty, but
shall in no case includes an arbitration award, even if such award is enforceable as a decree
or judgment.

According to S 44A of CPC, a certified copy of a foreign judgment must be filed to the
District Court and this Court may execute or enforce this judgment as if it had been passed by the
District Court and that Court must exercise S. 47 of CPC to enforce this decree if this does not fall
within the exceptions specified in clauses (a) to (f) of S. 13. But, in the light of the explanation of
this Section, it can be enforced only the decrees pronounced by ‘Superior Courts’ of reciprocating
Country and it must be only money decree passed by these Superior Courts. Moreover, the
president needs to pronounce that which are reciprocating Countries and which courts are ‘Superior
Courts’ of these countries. Nonetheless, the President has not announced required notifications
through the different eras until now. Therefore, this section cannot apply at present.

Under the paragraph 117 of the first schedule of The Limitation Act, 1909, the period
of limitation of a suit upon a foreign judgment as defined in CPC is six years from the date of that
judgment.

In some common law jurisdiction, although there is no treaty between two countries on
recognition and enforcemcnt of a judgment, one country’s judgments may be enforced by the
other party's courts under the procedural laws. In the absence of a relevant treaty, a foreign
judgment may be enforced in this jurisdiction by a claim made at common law.

On the other hand, in some civil law jurisdiction, a foreign judgment can be recognized in
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some countries (i.e., Japan) without any formality or special procedure as well as bilateral or
multilateral agreement or treaty. It is required to take an action for a judgment or summary judgment
granting the recognition or registration of foreign judgments. Foreign judgments are typically entitled
to recognize in these countries if they are fulfilled the requirements set out in domestic laws. In
many civil law countries, they are getting to modernize their Code of Civil Procedure or its procedural
laws so as to enforce foreign judgments.

In conclusion, it should be further to analyzed that whether current procedures of Myanmar
are effective or not on recognition and enforcement of foreign judgment without bilateral or
multilateral agreement or treaty unless the notification of the reciprocating country.
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DIGITALIZATION AND ENHANCING COURTS PROCEEDINGS AND
JUSTICES WITH INFORMATION TECHNOLOGY

The heartbeat of the Courts procedure and legal proceedings in every country vastly
based on the documents and information provided by the parties who sought the Justice for the
matters and/or chosen to settle dispute amongst themselves at the Courts. Courts proceeding
includes gathering of information(facts), checking and validation of accuracy/correctness of
documents and information received, inspection and processing of the document and analysis of
information by the Courts staff, Judicial Officers, lawyers, government authorities and Judges who
are to work on fact findings based on the viewpoint and presentation made by all parties involved
in the matter. The key attributes and focal point of the proceeding are eventually pulled out from
the case and finally formed a basis of final outcome/Judgment to conclude the matter at the Court.

By and large, Courts proceedings normally swamped with paper documents which contain
all the necessary information for the matters and even more than what it is actually needed in most
cases. Furthermore, it is also a very common practice in many jurisdictions that duplicate copies of
the same paper documents are submitted many times by the different parties at the different stages
of proceeding. As such, the paper documents and the data volume in Court matters become
enormous and it is indeed a challenging task for the Judiciary to properly manage all paper flow in
the Court while ensuring the accuracy and correctness of the information therein for further processing
and final decision making. Courts in Myanmar are not an exception of this trend and hence Myanmar
Judiciary has started to explore possible ways and opportunities to tackle this most challenging
problem like any other Jurisdictions around the world.

The world is now emerging on digital economy and with cutting edge of Information
Technology, many digitalization and digital transformation processes are introduced and expanded
rapidly in many industries and in different business domains with the superb power of Information
and Communication Technology (ICT). Legal proceedings and Courts administration are also well
established and developed on digital platform in many countries as Technology enables Courts to
process, store, retrieve and communicate information in whatever form it may take, with no restriction
and limitation on the distance, time and volume. Thus, Information Technology (IT) is generating
and bringing up many industries, including the Judiciary and Judicial system to the new
industrial revolution which is most significant and far-reaching level compare to those in the past.
The birth of the information technology and digital age is indeed an Industrial Revolution in terms of
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how information is stored, retrieved and transmitted in assisting people at work and providing
faster, more accurate and more efficient services in their respective field of study. It has also
created positive impact to the society and is progressively advancing and improving the life style
and social activities of the people around the world.

In addition, with the rapid advancement of Al (Artificial Intelligence) and IOT (internet-
Of- Thing) technologies in recent years, digitalization has drawn much higher important role and it
becomes integral part of the people's daily life in many countries. Al and 10T has added huge new
capacities to human intelligence and constitutes a resource which causes substantial changes to the
way people think, plan and carry out their own activities and interaction with others around them.

The Judiciary and Courts main business is to hear and determine the matter arises or case
in a fair and timely manner at reasonable cost. In doing so there are processes that lead to the
conclusion of the cases before the Court. With introducing of Information Technology to the Courts,
it has enhanced the efficiency, effectiveness and competency of the administration and the litigation
processes at the Courts. The processes must be efficient in the sense that they provide value for
money. The system cannot be engaged in an abstract search for the truth alone, and insensible to all
other factors, like cost, efficiency, and equity.

Those countries where ICT infrastructure has well established and with technology
advancement, the Judiciary has made significant changes such that computers are widely used to
hold information for communication and become a rich source of intelligence for the Court
proceedings. Desktop, laptops and tablets, smart mobile devices are used extensively in the
Courts and other devices which can assist in presenting and recording Court in session are also
commonly used to become more efficient and effective Judicial system. The Courts proceedings
and Justices of the country is much enhanced by the Information Technology and digital
transformation.

Assuch, itisa very heartwarming and inspiring situation that the Judiciary and the Courts
in Myanmar has joined the digitalization transformation journey with ASEANS and other countries
to enhance the Judicial and the Court system in Myanmar to be more efficient, effective and most
Importantly , equitable in that all those who ought to have access to the justice system, which is free
from discriminatory, or show partiality to a class of litigants or some areas of subject matter. Itis
very crucial and substantial initiative from the office of Chief Justice of the Union at the
Supreme Court of the Union of Myanmar.

In recent years, Myanmar Judiciary has been continuously making an effort to align with
the industrial digitalization of the Judicial system with the development of ICT sector in Myanmar
and it has initiated some process to take advantage of the new opportunities offered by the
Information Technology to provide a professionally excellent service to the community and to the
people of Myanmar. It continues to ride on the new developments in Information Technology that
would enhance the delivery of Courts services to the public and benefit to the administration of
Myanmar Judicial systems. There could definitely be the impediments and challenges to implement
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full suite of ITENABLED Courts SERVICES in Myanmar as Myanmar is still classified under
developing country status and it does not have robust and well-defined infrastructure to support
full digitalization journey for the Judiciary. Nevertheless, it is the duty of the Courts and the Judiciary
to prepare and work towards to overcome these challenges and strive to provide fairness and the
equity to the people of Myanmar and to uphold the Justice in Myanmar.

Information Technology advancement and IT initiatives can be implemented in
many work areas at the Supreme Court of the Union of the Republic of the Union
of Myanmar and other lower Courts as part of the Digital Transformation drive which
helps to enhance and improve the Courts processes in the areas of:

. Document creation, storage and retrieval,

. Presentation of cases at Court

. Recording of Court Proceedings;

. Case Management

. Optimizing Courts work flow processes

. Improved Access to the Law by Courts staff /Judicial Officers and public;
. Continuing Education;

. Communication (external /internal)

Document Creation, Storage and Retrieval

With assistance of I'T, parties can create and send electronic document (soft copy/scanned
copy) when Flling or submitting the documents to the Courts instead of filing a hard copy document.
Similarly, for Court’s hearing procedure where judges are required to produce written judgements,
rulings, and reasons for the decisions that they made can continuously be typed out directly on their
computer instead of writing down so that the secretaries or typists would not need to type the
same out in typescript. A Judge can make a decision much faster with IT enabled devices and
because of the abiiity to manipulate different documents through copy, cut and/or paste, or working
from standard templates, it is now much easier and faster to produce a document with the necessary
information for a Judge without repeatedly working on it as it is used to be when using paper copy
documents.

As electronic copy of documents filed or created at the Courts are stored in the same
computer or shared storage medium,.it is possible for the Court staff and Judges to store the
document, retrieve the document and, call up other documents, without having to step out from
their office desk. Similarly, the result judgements, decisions and/ or rulings. can be produced much
faster to release to the parties when it is requested. The said decisions, judgements or rulings can
put into a court system database to which judges and other people who has access to the case will
be able to retrieve and read/edit simultaneously for whatever purpose. Therefore, IT definitely
makes the production of document, release of decisions and final judgment to the parties in much
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more efficient and faster manner compared to those cases in old days at Court.

As most of the documents are made and available electronically, it creates an opportunity
of creating and maintaining an electronic case file that would eliminate problems of loss or misplaced
of the physical file at the Courts. An electronic version of the court file would benefit to all officers
and Judges to speed up the process and reduce the cost of preparing a record for appeal purposes,
thus eliminating one of the bottenecks to the speedy delivery of justice.

Presentation of Cases at the Courts

With an assistance of portable mobile devices and well-established IT infrastructure,
presentation of cases at the Court sessions are no longer required to be a lengthy process. In the
course of proceeding inside Court rooms, case information can be shared simultaneously and read
by all parties involved in the case while Courts is in session. The LCD monitors and projectors can
be connected to the laptop or personal mobile devices to allow lawyers and litigant in person to
present their case before the Judges and Judicial officers inside the Court room which helps everyone
to be on the same page while hearing the matter and to support for better decision making.

Recording of Courts Proceeding

Court proceedings are normally recorded as hand writing by the judge/magistrate and
their personal secretaries. In some jurisdictions, court reporters recorded the proceedings using
stenographer or shorthand, and later produced a record of the proceedings. In other jurisdictions,
recording was carried out by way of voice recorders and the recorded voice message is later
transcribed into a typed record. With the development of the Artificial Intelligence and Information
Technology, it is now possible to have digital audio recordings of voice on the computer or mobile
devices and to be transcribed automatically into an electronic copy which can be kept in the
electronic case file and shared as centralized copy for all parties. It is also possible to have
instantaneous recording of proceedings by court reporter which can be viewed by the judge and
counsel using their computers at their respective desks while the Court is in session. With the use
of IT for Court in session, the pace of proceedings may speed up considerably. The quality of the
record is enhanced immensely as it is far more accurate with use of latest technology on voice
recognition. Cases ought to be resolved faster for both at trial, and on appeal as the result of the
easy availability and accessibility of the record of the trial. As the time required to spend on the
task of writing and recording proceedings has reduced substantially for the Judges, they can pay
more attention and focus to the hearing and Judging function as proceeding continues in the Court
room.
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Case Management

With the help of Information Technology, application software can be developed to
implement case and hearing management system at the Courts. Cases can be tracked timely and
can be heard at the Courts in more proactive and efficient manner. Computers are able to do
necessary work in considerably much lesser time than it is done manually. Equipped with all the
necessary information of the case, it is easier for the Court staff, the Judicial officers, and the
Judges to take appropriate action, to decide whether to move the case forward or not, or to assign
it, or to list it for trial as whatever action is appropriate.

Optimizing Courts work flow processes

With the help of Information Technology and wide range of Artificial Intelligence application
software available nowadays, Courts work processes can be streamlined and automated in many
areas to have more transparency, better decision making and minimizing the possible human errors.

Continuing Education

There are many e-learning application out there in market, Judiciary can search for most
appropriate and suitable e-learning program software to introduce at the Courts and the legal
community of Myanmar. This will help all the Courts officers and legal practitioners to be the well
informed of any new technology introduced at the Court which is related to legal processes and
also to be updated with latest revision and version of law/Acts/Rules of Courts and legal practices.

Communication (external /internal)

Itisinthe interest of both the Judiciary and the public that the public might wish to know
and understand what is happening at the Courts and the Judiciary in relation to its mandate from
time to time. The public has a right to know what the judiciary is doing with the resources entrusted
to them in carrying out its mandate and hence it is very important for the Judiciary to establish well-
defined and proper communication channel with public. The judiciary should not and could not use
the same communication channel and platform used by other organs of government to the public.
The Judiciary does not control the purse strings of government or the powerful machinery of
government in the manner that both the legislature and executive do. The authority of the judiciary
ultimately rests on the confidence of the public. Therefore, it is crucial for the judiciary to setup a
communication channel which will enable them to communicate to the people of Myanmar in most
effective and efficient manner.

One of the easier means to achieve extensive coverage On public communication in
shortest time frame is to setup online website /web portal of Myanmar Judiciary which contain
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requisite information about Rules of Courts and Regulations gazetted, activities at Courts, Journals,
periodical reports and regular updates from Judiciary. In this regard, the Judiciary in Myanmar has
developed awebsite for The Supreme Courtof the Unionat http: www. unionsupremecourt.
gov. mm for public access to provide relevant information pertaining to the Court.

Because of the limited infrastructure development and cost incurred for online intemet
usage, the audience may be limited. Nevertheless, because of the possibility of reuse of that
information by media agencies and other people, it is possible that it would still reach a wider
audience than initially anticipated. Information Technology has offered the Courts not only an
opportunity to communicate with the public through the internet, but also provides an Opportunity
to allow internal communication within the organisation through Intranet and electronic mail. There
may be information to which the public may not be privy could be kept on intranet accessible only
to relevant category of officers in the Courts. At the same time, paperless communication using
email programmes between Judges and other judicial personnel in and outside of the judiciary is
possible at very little cost, and almost instantaneously. With the matured state of social media and
official websites of Judiciary in many countries all over the world, judges and other professionals
are able to share information of a professional nature or merely only for recreational purpose.

Improved Access to the Law by Courts staff /Judicial Officers and public

In many jurisdictions, the law applicable is often found in different sources. These include
Statute Books for legislation; Law Reports and publication from the Court. The medium for storage
of the legislation and case law was previously only available through hard copy in book form or
printed or typescript. The traditional approach in some jurisdictions was regularly producing an
up-to-date version in the form of one edition of the laws in force at a particular time, or by periodical
updates.

Itis now possible to keep both legislation and law reports, not only in hard copy and book
form, but also in digital format, on CDs and other storage media, online (Internet/Intranet), or on
standalone machines which make it much easier for a judge or member of the public to search and
obtain the provisions of the law or previous Court decision, Judgment , precedence that one
desires to look for to use as reference or to cite in Courts’ proceeding. With the use of the Internet,
itis possible to seek for and obtain comparative and persuasive judiciousness from other jurisdictions
while seated at one’s work station.

The situation for the Courts proceeding is even much more promising now as the documents
are digitally created and stored as electronic copy which make it easier to copy and distribute to
relevant parties at a very little cost. Therefore, it is now possible for the law to be available in an
easier, more convenient and most accessible format to the public. It also makes simpler for people
to do research and incorporate the results into new documents being produced. IT has tremendously

This section was inserted by “The Code otcwu Procedure (Amendment) Act, 1931”. man Act
No. M937.
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improved access to the law, improving the productivity of its users for the quality and quantity of
what they produce, and thus continuously increasing both the efficiency and effectiveness of the
Judicial sector and benefit the Legal fratemity.

With evolving Digital transformation and digitalization culture, all the Courts processes will
be eventually phased out from manual to digital process in progressive manner in the coming years.
Moreover, office automation features can be implemented at the Courts with assistance of 1T and
latest ICT equipment available in the industry too. Thus, Myanmar Judiciary has embarked on the
information Technology and started planning and preparing a Digitalization Roadmap to enhance
the Courts and Justice functions to provide better justice for the society and the people of Myanmar.

As the huge digital wave is drawing closer for the Myanmar Judiciary, it is indeed an
exciting journey and paradigm shift for all in the legal community, especially to the Courts
administrative staff, legal practitioners, Judicial Officers and the Judges. Therefore, it is necessary
that all must assume full responsibilities in their respective work areas to make oneself well prepared
and be ready to adapt Digital mindset and Digitalization Culture towards the success of digital
transformation for the Myanmar Judiciary and enhance Justices for the people of Myanmar.
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